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H.E. Mr. Ibrahim Gambari is a Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon on the International Compact with Iraq and Other Issues 

 
Prior to serving as Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Mr. Gambari held the 

position of Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Africa. In that capacity, his 

functions included promoting United Nations and international support for African 

development, in general, and the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD).  

 

Mr. Gambari served as Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of the 

United Nations Mission to Angola, from September 2002 to February 2003. 

 

Before joining the United Nations Secretariat in 1999, Mr. Gambari served as the 

Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations. He was also a senior member 

of the Nigerian delegation to 10 sessions of the General Assembly. Mr. Gambari served 

as President of the Security Council on two occasions when Nigeria was a member. He 

also chaired the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid, which successfully 

saw the demise of apartheid and the establishment of democratic rule in South Africa. 

 

Prior to his tenure as Ambassador/Permanent Representative, Mr. Gambari served as 

Minister for External Affairs of Nigeria. He had served as Director-General, Nigerian 

Institute of International Affairs. 

 

Born in Nigeria in 1944, Mr. Gambari attended Kings College, Lagos, as well as the 

London School of Economics, where he obtained a bachelor's degree in political science, 

with a specialty in international relations. He received his Master of Arts in 1970 and his 

Doctor of Philosophy in 1974 in political science/ international relations from Columbia 

University in New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


