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H.E. Mr. Hilario G. Davide, Jr. currently serves as Ambassador/Permanent 

Representative of the Permanent Mission of the Philippines to the United Nations in New 

York City. He assumed this post in February 2007. Shortly after his assumption, he was 

elected vice chairman of the Economic and Social Council (Ecosoc), one of the main 

organs of the United Nations. 

 He was also the 20th Chief Justice of the Philippines and head of the Judicial Branch of 

government from November 1998 to December 2005. As the highest judicial officer, he 

presided over the Supreme Court of the Philippines. 

Davide was born on December 20, 1935 in Barangay Colawin, in Argao, Cebu to Hilario 

P. Davide, Sr. (1905-2006) a retired Schools Division Superintendent, and Josefa L. 

Gelbolingo, a former public school teacher. 

He completed his primary education at Argao Central Elementary School and secondary 

education at Abellana Vocational High School. In college, he went to the country's 

premier state university, the University of the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City where 

he earned his Associate in Arts in 1955, his Bachelor of Science in Jurisprudence in 

1958, and his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1959. He took and passed the bar examinations 

given that same year. 

From 1959 to 1963, Davide worked as private secretary to the vice- governor and later 

governor of the province of Cebu. 

From 1962 to 1968, he was a faculty member of the College of Law of Southwestern 

University in Cebu City. This university, three decades after, would confer on him a 

degree of Doctor of Laws (Honoris Causa) in 1999. 

Jun, as many call him, is married to Virginia (Gigi) Jimenea Perez. They have five 

children, namely: Hilario III (a lawyer and an incumbent city councilor of Cebu City); 

Joseph Bryan Hilary (a law graduate), Sheryl Ann (a doctor), Noreen (a Master in SPED 

graduate), and Delster Emmanuel (an architect) and twelve grandchildren. 

 


