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January 24, 2012
Subject: “Rural Women and Girls in conflict and post-conflict situations”

             Bearing in mind that the priority theme for the 56th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women is “ The empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication, development and current challenges”, the US Federation for Middle East Peace (USFMEP) is submitting the following statement to the Commission:

            The US Federation for Middle East Peace advocates for the empowerment of women and believes that the valuable role rural women and girls play in the economic survival of their families must not be undermined.  They are an indispensable element to improving food security in their communities and their nations.  Many rural women and girls are already living in poverty and when war befalls their homeland they face double the burden and setbacks. These women and girls have the potential to contribute to the creation of sustainable development and their voices must be heard and their needs must be addressed. 
USFMEP stresses that the gender gap must be closed when it comes to agriculture. Solidarity must be achieved through on-going dialogue between governments, civil society and indigenous communities to forge a relationship and include all levels in the decision- making process. The international community must take into account the inequalities rural women and girls face daily, especially in conflict and post-conflict situations. At the national level, countries should ensure that laws are enacted and implemented for full enjoyment of all human rights by women in full equality which is a fundamental objective of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
In this context, we recommend the following: 

1. Address the protection needs of all women and girls, who are subjected to gender-based violence by emphasizing the implementation of the Security Council Resolution 1325 particularly in areas that are experiencing the Arab Awakening. 

2.  Reaffirm the involvement of women and girls, in rural areas in the Middle East, during and after conflict, in accordance with the Security Council Resolution 1820. Thus creating a new culture that ensures gender, ethnic and intergenerational equality, with focus on the right of women to own land and to have access to resources.

3. Ensure that education and training are accessible to indigenous women and girls. Having continuing access to resources will enable them to expand their knowledge base thus minimizing dependency.


The world must see the correlation between granting equality to women and girls as a tool for eradicating poverty and for creating a peaceful and sustainable world. 

Mrs. Sally Kader, 
Sally Kader

President, US Federation for Middle East Peace
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