US FEDERATION FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE SPONSORS YOUTH INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AND PROVIDES "INNER VISION, NOT OUTWARD DIVISIONS" 
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 NEW YORK - The US Federation for Middle East Peace (USFMEP), along with the Permanent Mission of Armenia, the SK Foundation and the International Organization for Justice, Peace, and Security brought together young people from a number of faith traditions to discuss interfaith dialogue in a time of great complexity.

Ms. Sally Kader, USFMEP President, remembered the victims of the tragic shootings in Norway last Friday. She said that now more than ever the dialogue among faith traditions needs to become more elevated. Ms. Kader is a devoted peacemaker and human rights activist who has promoted interfaith/intercultural dialogue, the rights of the child and of widows, and has promoted support of Security Council Resolution 1325 on women in armed conflict since 2001.

H. E. Ambassador Francis Lorenzo, President of South-South News, offered words of welcome and reflected that youth today are "cultural creative’s" who engage positively not only with each other, but are living examples of inspiration for everyone.

H. E. Ambassador Anwarul Chowdhury, former UN Under-Secretary-General and who spearheaded the initiative for the Culture of Peace throughout the last decade, said that this High-Level session is a fitting end to the International Year of Youth, and that youth give hope to a world engulfed in miseries and endless violence. The new global civilization must be based on inner vision and not on outer divisions.

H. E. Mr. Abdulkhaleq Al-Yafei, Minister Plenipotentiary and Ambassador of the Permanent Mission of the United Arab Emirates to the UN, spoke in his personal capacity and from the views of his own faith tradition. The theme of the three Abrahamic traditions is dialogue and mutual understanding. Islam has long been misunderstood and has always offered the "middle ground" between Judaism and Christianity, he said.

The dialogue among the youth representatives themselves added a clear perspective to the presentation, with youth from Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Christianity sharing their personal perspectives on how young people today are seeking peace and pursuing it actively. All want the same thing: to talk with each other and to understand how their faith traditions can contribute to the process of active peace building and dialogue.

This workshop on the first of two days that the UN General Assembly is spending on the High-Level Dialogue with Youth provided the views of youth themselves on the nature of peace, as well as bringing new light to the process to seek peace from the vantage point of the world's major Abrahamic faith traditions.

