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Statement by Mrs. Sally Kader, USFMEP President, on Yemen Using Children in Armed Forces

Child soldiers recruited by the Yemeni armed forces are now being used by a breakaway unit to guard anti-government protesters, Sally kader, President of USFMEP said “I am horrified and appalled that they are supplying children with weapons and teaching them how to kill others, all of us should call for an urgent end to the use of children as soldiers or in other security forces, whether for the Yemeni government or the opposition.

Mrs. Kader shares her concern and call for immediate end to the situation after encountering dozens of armed soldiers who appeared to be younger than 18 years old in Yemen, who gave their ages as 14, 15, and 16, and said they had been serving in the army for one to two years. All were members of the Yemeni army’s First Armored Division.

“The Yemeni government has for too long placed children at serious risk by deploying child soldiers on the field” said Sally Kader.

This use of children to provide armed security places them at grave risk. The Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes the right of children to be protected from performing any work that is likely to be harmful to their health or their development.


We believe that the donor governments should make sure their weapons and ammunition are not being used against anyone, and that children aren’t doing the killings, “The donors should be pressing the government and opposition to get the guns out of children’s hands.” president kader said.
